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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/057,208 


Applicant(s) 

GLYNOS, PETER N. 


Examiner Art Unit 

, RAMON O. RAMIREZ | 3632 __ 

- The MAILING DATE of this communicatio n appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

™™ ,n no event, however,mayarep.ybet,melyf t led 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing J^^~^ n ^^ witnin tne statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
- If the period for reply specified above .s less than thirty (30 ) days a re ply J e ™" J. S|X (6) MO NTHS from the mailing date of this communication, 
if NO neriod for reolv is specified above, the maximum statutory penod will apply and win expire oi a w »vi^m . " 3 3 _ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 March 2003 . 
2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for Jonrnal I matters prosecutior . as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 21-40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

! 6)I3 Claim(s) 2±40 is/are rejected. 

I 7)D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

| 8) Q ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)13 The drawing(s) filed on 25 January 2002 is/are: a)B accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

r-i « 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other. 
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Detailed Action 

This is the second Office Action corresponding to amendment filed Mar 24, 2003. 
It is note that the title of the invention listed in the amendment is wrong. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Myers. 

The patent to Myers shows a flexible cover to protect items from weather elements 
comprising a sheet and anchors 20 to be filled with a weight as water to anchor the cover. 
The material from which the anchor elements (20) are made from is not disclosed by the 
patent. However, to make them of the same material as that of the cover is considered to 
be an obvious matter of engineering choice with no patentable significance. The location 
of the anchors is also considered to be an obvious matter of engineering choice or 
expediency again having no patentable significance. To make the anchor compartments 
not linked together is considered an obvious matter of engineering choice to reduce cost. 
It has been accepted to eliminate a member together with its function. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed March 24, 2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Myers does not show separate and apart anchor 
compartments. The examiner respestfully disagrees. Myers anchor compartements are 
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separated and apart from each other. The examiner would construct Applicant's 
statement as being that the instant invention anchor compartments cannot be filled 
simultaneously, and have no connection between them. Myers' anchor compartments 
can be filled individually, or simultaneously. However, this does not preclude others 
from using more, or less compartments, in different locations, or not connected to each 
other (elimination of a member together with is function is acceptable) to for example 
reduce cost. This modification does not destroy the main purpose of the invention, which 
is to provide a cover for protecting materials from the weather elements. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Ramirez at telephone number (703) 308-0748. 
The examiner can be normally reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays. 

The fax numbers for this Group are (703) 872-9326 (official papers), 
(703) 872-9327(official after final papers) and (703) 308-3519 (for informal papers). 
Our Customer service fax number is (703) 872-9325. 

Any inquiry of general nature relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 
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